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Nominees for the Vestry 2019 Class 
 

The following nine parishioners have been nominated from the Vestry to be elected to the four open positions in the 

Vestry 2019 Class.  The election will take place as part of the Parish Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 22, 2017, 

at 10:30am. 

 

 

Shelley Carter 
I have been a life-long member of Christ Church and have served in 

many capacities over the years.  Some of these include acolyte, lay 

reader, chalice bearer, Sunday school teacher, Bible School volunteer, 

Vestry member, Outreach Committee Chair, Christian Education 

committee member, discernment committee, breakfast ministry and 

two rector search committees.  I am a Licensed Marriage and Family 

Therapist and have been with LifeSkills, Inc. (Community Mental 

Health Center) for nearly 25 years where I currently serve as the Vice 

President of Behavioral Health.  I am married to John and we have 2 

daughters, Liz and Hannah.  I am pleased to see a renewed energy 

and am looking forward to all the new possibilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scott Harris 
My family and I moved to Bowling Green in 2013 when I accepted the 

position of Head of the Department of Music at WKU.  I grew up Episcopalian 

and my wife Courtney and I have served in multiple leadership roles at various 

parishes (and in seven different states) throughout our adult lives.  Our 

children (Kelsey 18, Dylan 15, Logan 13) are active in the church as acolytes, 

members of the youth group, and as campers at All-Saints.  At CEC I am a 

Eucharistic Minister, serve on the Stewardship Committee, work with the 

Youth Team, and was a delegate to the 2016 Diocesan Convention.  This is an 

exciting, but also challenging time for Christ Church, our local 

community/diocese, and the nation.  It would be my privilege to work with our 

clergy and vestry in doing God’s work through our church. 
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Laura Harper Lee 
A native Kentuckian, I am retired from WKU where I did some teaching 

and worked as the Education Curator in the Kentucky Museum.  My 

husband David and I have one daughter.  As a communicant at Christ 

Church for some 35 years, I’ve participated in a variety of parish 

ministries, but in recent years I’ve been especially active in helping to 

organize receptions and other celebratory events.  I’ve also served as a 

volunteer in the church office, an experience that gave me a good sense 

of the day-to-day work of the parish.  We are beginning an exciting new 

day in the life of our parish, and I would welcome the opportunity to 

work with Father Pankey and our Vestry in building the ministry of 

Christ Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paula Lyons 
My husband Greg and I joined Christ Church in 1993 and have raised our 

children, Austin and Kristen, here.  I have two music and one accounting 

degree from WKU and I currently serve as CFO at our family business, 

Royal Music.  I am a CPA and also work a few weeks of tax season each 

year at BKD, LLP.  I have been involved in various activities in the church 

over the years including choir, hand bells, the Sunday breakfast ministry, the 

Finance committee, Stewardship Co-Chair, Cottage Meeting host and 

facilitator, counter of money, usher, Advisory Council member for EYC, and 

I have served two prior terms on the Vestry (one under each of the prior two 

Rectors).  The Vestry has done an excellent job in refocusing us on our 

ministries, which I feel is crucial to a healthy church.  I am very excited 

about our new Rector and would welcome the opportunity to be part of the 

team guiding Christ Church in the coming months and years. 

 

 

Cary McAllister 
I am a Registered Nurse specializing in Psychiatric care.  I am twice a 

graduate of WKU.  Kim and I have been members of Christ Church since 

1992 when we were confirmed and later married (25 years in May, thank 

you Howard!).  Our children Aidan and Colin were both baptized and 

confirmed at Christ Church.  I have had the pleasure of serving my church 

as a Vestry member and as Junior Warden.  I joyfully sang in the Chancel 

Choir for 15 years.  I have served as Acolyte Master, Parish Life Chair for 

8 years, Evangelism Chair, Communication Committee member, Building 

and Esthetics Committee member, Worship Committee member, 

Columbarium Committee Chair, and most recently as a member of the 

Pastoral Care Committee and Rector Transition Team.  Since coming to 

Christ Church, I have served under the guidance and alongside 12 priests (3 

Rectors, 3 Interims, and 6 Associates).  I am looking forward to getting to 

know my 13th priest, Fr. Steve.  As a Vestry member my focus will be 

centered on helping the Pankeys get acclimated to life in Bowling Green as 

they begin their ministry here.  I will work hard for my church family by 

promoting growth in membership, stewardship, outreach, Christian education, and fellowship. 



Belinda Palmer 
Member of Christ Church with husband, Digby, since 1992.  Never 

served on the Vestry, but has served on the Christian Education 

committee, taught the 4
th

 and 5
th

 grade Sunday school class, and 

served as EYC leader with Digby. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kirk Patton 
I have been a member of Christ Church since 1984.  I have one 

daughter who grew up in this church and two grandchildren who 

live in Atlanta.  I am a graduate of WKU.  I am employed as the 

General Manager of MTS Manufacturing here in Bowling Green.  I 

have served Christ Church as a former vestry member, former 

Junior Warden, Lector and Eucharistic Minister. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gary Reimer 
Gary Reimer has been a member of Christ Episcopal Church since 1981, 

when he and his family, Judy, Scott, Matthew and Beth, were transferred 

from the Detroit area to Bowling Green.  At that time, he continued his 

career with the Material Scheduling Team to initiate production in the 

new GM Corvette facility.  He has enjoyed retirement since June, 2004.  

Since joining Christ Episcopal Church, Gary has served in several levels 

and capacities, which include the following:  Vestry member, Junior 

Warden, Usher, Oblationer, Foyer group organization and participant, 

Loft, Living Waters Committee, Wednesday Lunch Ministry, continuing 

as Church Facilities Manager for past 9 years, Office Volunteer and 

Meals on Wheels.  While a member of the church, all of his children 

have been confirmed at CEC and 4 of Gary’s 5 grandchildren have been 

baptized at CEC.  Gary has been active in the community at the highest 

levels in such organizations as Neighborhood Associations, Friends of 

Barren River Lake and the Port Oliver Yacht Club.  As we embark on 

the next chapter of our church life, Gary would like to continue to be 

involved in the church serving again as a member of the Vestry. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shawn Rhodes 
My wife, Elizabeth, and I have been members of Christ 

Episcopal Church for the past 20 years.  We have two sons, 

Peyton (16) and Parker (12).  Over the years, I have served in 

several of Christ Church ministries along with Elizabeth as an 

EYC leader/assistant (2002-2003/2011-2012) and Youth 

Sunday School Teacher (2004).  One of our most rewarding 

experiences was in teaching Journey to Adulthood (J2A) and 

Rite 13 from 1999-2000, that concluded by taking fifteen 15-

year olds on a sabbatical to New York City.  Additionally, I 

have served as a Eucharistic Minister (currently on my second 

term), as a member of the Vestry from 2006 to 2009, and Junior 

Warden in 2009.  I am a graduate from WKU with a Bachelors 

in Mechanical Engineering and a Masters in Business 

Administration and am currently employed as Director of 

Project Management, Clinical Integration with Med Center 

Health.  This is an extremely exciting time for Christ Church and the Bowling Green community and I am humbled 

and honored to receive a nomination for potential service on the Vestry. 

 

 

Christ Episcopal Church is a vibrant faith community empowered 

by sacramental worship to joyfully serve others in Christ’s name. 


